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OPSF Annual General Meeting Minutes 
May 23, 2019 
7.30 pm 
Orchard Park School 
 

1. Introduction and welcome- Sandy Levin 
 

2. President of school council at Orchard Park- Kim Jeffreys - thanks to the ratepayers for 
the help in paying for the sign out front of the school. Fundraising Fun Fair and Silent 
auction event on June 6, games, fun, BBQ, open to all. 

 
3. Salthaven Wildlife Rehabilitation & Education Centre presentation, Brian Salt: “Species 

at Risk in Ontario”.  
a. 90% of his inpatient animals are injured as a result of direct human interaction 
b. Living Planet Index, which measures more than 10 000 representative populations 

of vertebrates, has declined by 52% since 1970 
c. 120 clinical volunteers for 150 calls a day regarding orphaned animals 
d. The human impact is clear: water bottles by the river, fishing line left to tangle in 

animals’ limbs. Pick up litter! 
e. White Nose Syndrome in bats, a fungus that grows around a bats’ eyes, nose, 

wings, which wakes them in winter, when there is nothing to eat. They die. 
Believed to come from pesticide use. A vaccine may have been found which will 
be sprayed on the bats as they sleep.  

f. The list of species at risk is growing, from swallows to beluga whales to turtles, 
the total is 119, plus 96 plant species. 

g. Snapping turtles are at risk, but were able to be hunted, and take 25 years to reach 
reproductive maturity.  

h. Poisoning of rodents is affecting eagles, foxes, hawks… 
i. What can you do:  

i. if you find any wild animal in distress, call a wildlife rehabilitator 
ii. report a sighting of species at risk to the MNRF 

iii. volunteer with nature or conservation groups 
iv. pick up litter 
v. provide and maintain suitable habitats 

vi. plant native plant species 
vii. 200 000 000 songbirds are killed each year in Canada, by feral cats (keep 

your cat indoors - check out Salthaven’s youtube video on making a happy 
indoor cat at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lI3EiVHwL80) 

viii. clean plastic food containers with narrow openings well and slice them 
open to prevent raccoons and skunks getting their faces stuck in the 
container 

ix. don’t throw even compostable food out the car window, as animals will 
eat them. Cars will hit the animal or their predators. 

x. don’t feed ducks and geese bread.  It clogs their digestive system.  Use 
shelled sunflower seeds instead.  

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=6&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2hdyLi7riAhUjtlkKHbY1CX8QtwIIPDAF&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DlI3EiVHwL80&usg=AOvVaw0Q8IRsSuSCdXJKthWe7WLd
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4. Wendy Olson, principal of Orchard Park School 
a. 12 classrooms with 285 students, with an additional portable planned for fall 
b. Reviewed Code of Conduct 
c. Working on numeracy as a school goal 
d. Reviewed Safe Schools Action Plan 
e. 10 buses are coming to congregated classrooms (gifted) at the school- integration 

and inclusivity is emphasized 
f. Also emphasizing mental health and well-being 
g. Still working with the integration and memory of Sherwood Forest School, which 

closed in 2013. 
h. There is a Megan Holliday memorial award, for the graduating student who has a 

zest for life, caring, enthusiasm, school spirit, looking out for others, participation.  
 

5. Helena Smeek-Pritchard was invited to join a small committee after the Holliday family 
had been approached by the developer of the Sherwood Forest School property with his 
idea to create a memorial to Megan Holliday. The developer was one of Megan’s swim 
teammates.  His idea is to have a memorial plaque similar to the Terry Fox Memorial in 
Greenway Park.  The plaque might be in the corner in the new condo development, near 
to Wychwood Park and what will become the extension of Scarlett Ave.  This is being 
funded by the developer. The committee is welcoming any other, new ideas and if you 
want to contribute your ideas contact Helena at hspassoc@rogers.com 
 

6. Sandy Levin: Update on the park, from the city: the city thanks the community for all the 
input at meetings and by online survey. Based on feedback, the park design will include a 
play structure with slide and swings. Attention will be given to accessibility and age-
friendly design, as well as open green space, pollinator garden, seating, large trees. The 
project is to start in the fall of 2019, in cooperation with the developer for site grading. 
Should be done by late fall 2019.  

a. question: developer still doesn’t have a firm date for beginning the project.  He is 
hoping to commence construction in the late summer, however, there are still 
some steps required by the City. 

 
7. City of London, Age-Friendly London Network representative, Michelle Dellamora. 

Working to make the city a friendlier place to seniors. They have a membership across 
organizations and individuals. Eight working groups working on topics from housing to 
social participation to communication strategies.  

a. Projects/programs include:  
i. Ease into Leisure, partnered with the Library, which is a kit of assisted 

devices for recreation, like a tool or modified piece of equipment that 
makes it easier to participate, for someone with different 
abilities/impairments, like garden tools, cards, and games. Eleven kits are 
available for check out at the library. 

ii. Age Friendly Buddy program: pairing an older, vulnerable adult with 
another older person, to be able to participate in community activities. 

iii. go to website for more information 
http://www.london.ca/residents/Seniors/Age-Friendly/Pages/default.aspx 

mailto:hspassoc@rogers.com
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8. Financial Statements. 180 paid members for the year ending April 30, 2019.  Other 

revenue was a contribution from Councillor Phil Squire’s councillor budget in support of 
BBQ, a donation of $500 when dealing with the City over proposed bridges in the 
Medway.  Expenditures included, $3000 for the Medway fight, website costs, etc.   
Expenses exceed revenues by about $1400.  $4650 remains. Motion to accept: Sandy, 
seconded by Lena, motion carried. 

 
9. Motion to accept the OFSP Executive, as named, make by Mike, seconded by Ryner, 

motion carried.  Therron Jones, Rich Duench, Doug Bickford, Lucia Jones, Beth Gibson, 
Barb DeLorey, John Landstreet, Andrew Dearing (treasurer), Sebastien de la Lande, 
Clare Tattersall, Tami Mairs, Sandy Levin (president) 
 

10. Sandy thanked the Executive and Lina Dagnino for all their hard work in preparing and 
delivering the BBQ again this year. 
 

 
11. City Hall report: Phil Squire. 

a. began a new mandate last fall 
i. transportation- beyond the BRT debate, and deciding how to move the city 

in a better way in some mixture of transit, bikes, road widenings, ride-
sharing, etc. 

ii. community safety- huge challenge with mental health and drug problems, 
manifesting in break ins. Need a comprehensive plan for treatment, 
housing, etc.  He is holding a meeting on this matter on June 19th 

iii. affordable housing- haven’t done a good job of providing housing for the 
poor- rental properties at under $1000. Asking developers to put in a 
certain number of units at a lower price.  

iv. safety of streets within  neighbourhoods- cut-through drivers, will be 
looking at speeds, perhaps at 40 kms/hr in neighbourhoods. But how to 
enforce? If there aren’t police doing patrols, it will be photo-radar. 
Questions remain as to how Council will implement it. 

b. Budget: staff has said that the tax increase will be 2.2%- cost of living, with very 
little money for new projects. Green bins have passed. What will the priorities be? 

Questions for Phil:  
- will use devices to calm traffic through the neighbourhood while the construction on 

Wonderland is on?   
- green bins will divert about 10% more waste, and will take two years to roll out 
- what are the plans for safety on Wonderland because of the speed now, and as it is 

widened? Phil suggests that there may be ways to lower the speed to 50 kmh, but the 
best plan is to have the community association speak on behalf of safety concerns.  

- request for longer green lights to exit Lawson at Wonderland, as well as a turning 
light from (SB) Wonderland on to Lawson. There are standards, though, for all these 
intersections, but one can email a request to Phil, who will forward this on to the 
appropriate people who will do a traffic study. 
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- the neighbourhood is very, very dark, especially the streets with only coach lights. No 
desire for proper streetlights, so what is the solution?  Sandy will send out a note to 
remind people but the e-mail list only reaches some residents. 

- what is the city doing about crime? First, a community safety audit, to walk the 
neighbourhood to identify ways to make it safer. A lot of people don’t report break-
ins, but the police are allocated according to reports! Sandy notes that a community 
safety audit is being planned.   Please contact Sandy if you want to participate. 

- a complaint about the bus-turning lane from Sarnia onto Wonderland (SB). Send 
comments to Phil. 

- a note that Wonderland Rd’s off-road bike lanes are unsafe- potholes, speed of cars. 
Phil noted that bike lanes are improved with each new road construction.   

 
12. Sandy asked for volunteers for the Safety Audit. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shelley Kopp 
May 23, 2019 
 


