
Orchard Park Sherwood Forest Ratepayers, AGM, May 24, 2018, Orchard Park Public School 

 

1. Sandy welcomed everyone to the meeting, asked people to turn off cell phones. 

2. He also reminded people to keep pets leashed, particularly in the Medway and pointed out 

there is a city by law about pets needing to be leashed when off their home property. 

 

3. Colleen Aquillar from Brescia University College was introduced.  Bresica is demolishing and 

rebuilding the building behind the library (and the portable buildings).  It will be for modern 

food labs in support of their academic programs.  Ground breaking will be concurrent with 

Convocation on June 18.  Construction will take place from this summer to the fall of 2019 

QUESTIONS included: 

Tree removal – the city reviews any tree removals 

Traffic – contractors will be advised not to use Ramsay Road for access to or from the site.  Better 

signage will also be installed 

Wildlife under the portables – Colleen indicated she would take that concern back to the project team 

Condition of Ramsay Road – this is a city road and not up to Brescia to repair 

There was a question about the Fram lands and the clearing of invasive buckthorn that took place.  This 

land is Western’s. 

4. Sandy introduced Nathan Weir from the Orchard Park parent council.  Nathan reminded people 

about the June 7th fun fair and movie which will take place in Furanna Park that evening.  Nathan 

also told the group about the Council’s efforts to raise funds for a non- illuminated sign in front 

of the school.  Funds can be dropped off at the school between 9 and 3 pm and a tax receipt can 

be provided for donations over $10.  Later in the meeting, Sandy asked for a motion to support 

the Executive’s recommendation that $500 from the Ratepayer’s funds be offered to this project 

in return for the Ratepayer’s being able to put information on the sign from time to time.  This 

motion was moved and seconded and passed. 

 

5. Sandy introduced Jeff Bruin, the Manager of Parks and Open Space Design for the City of 

London.  It is his group that will be involved in the design for the new park amenities for 

Sherwood Forest Park.  This is the section of the former Sherwood Forest School site along 

Annadale and along Wychwood to the new development.  Jeff indicated that $250,000 has been 

set aside for the project which will take place in 2019, a year earlier than previously forecasted.    

Likely in the fall, there will be a meeting in the neighbourhood where a couple of possible 

designs will be shown and input from residents sought to finalize what amenities will be put in 

the park.  Previously, in 2014, the public provided its preferences for a “passive” park with play 

equipment over a more “active” park (e.g. with basketball courts).   This will be what the City 

calls a neighbourhood park, expected to be used by people within the area, not a destination 



such as the skateboard park across Wonderland by the arena.  The intention is to retain the 

trees that are there.  Notices will be sent out when the date and location for the meeting to 

review the design are confirmed.  There will also be a public comment/survey to respond to at 

that time. 

QUESTIONS 

Why not 2018? – the schedule for 2018 has been set and it would not be possible to have the public 

input in time for construction this year. 

What will be installed?  - Because $250,000 is a higher than normal amount for a neighbourhood park, it 

is possible that the Park will have a few more amenities than is typical.  Nothing has been decided and 

the final design and amenities will only be done after input from residents is given. 

Will it be done in one phase?  - Yes 

 

6. BUSINESS PORTION OF THE MEETING 

 

Sandy introduced all those who made this year’s BBQ a success: 

 

Therron Jones, Doug Bickford, Lucia Jones, Sebastian de la Lande, Rich Duench, Andrew Dearing, 

John Landstreet, Lina Dagnino, Barb deLorey, and Beth Gibson 

 

Financial report - Sandy asked for approval of the financial statements.  In the previous fiscal year ending 

April 30, the Ratepayers took in $615 more dollars than it spent.  This is due to memberships, 

contributions to the BBQ from Councillor Squire’s city hall budget, and a small grant from the Urban 

League of London.  There were roughly 150 paid memberships. 

A motion to approve the financial report, which was posted in the gym was moved, seconded and 

approved.  A copy will be included on the web site. 

Andrew Dearing was thanked for his work as Treasurer. 

Appointment of Executive – a slate of candidates was provided and nominations from the floor were 

requested.  Clare Tattersall and Lina Dagnino offered to join.  The reset of the current Executive agreed 

to stay on. 

Therron Jones, Doug Bickford, Sebastian de la Lande, Rich Duench, Andrew Dearing, John Landstreet, 

Lina Dagnino, Barb deLorey, and Beth Gibson 

Seeing no further nominations, approval of the Executive was moved and seconded and passed 

 

7.  Councillor Phil Squire, City Hall report and Q and A 



Phil spoke about the Bus Rapid Transit project and how it might affect the area.  There is still no 

agreement with UWO about buses coming on to campus.  Western would like the City to deed to it the 

city road (Philip Aziz) that would assist Western in becoming a car free campus (representatives from 

Western could not attend this meeting to discuss the car free campus plans).  There is also a question 

about who would pay for replacing the bridge across the River as it would need to be replaced for the 

BRT project to work on campus.  The Assessment and route have been passed by City Council.  It is now 

on the public record for a statutory review period. 

Phil also spoke about the Council decision not to put two large bridges across Medway Creek in the 

Environmentally Significant Area.    This was applauded by the majority of people in attendance.  Phil 

indicated he worked very hard to get Council members to agree to delete the bridges.  (The Council 

resolution was circulated earlier to the ratepayer e-mail list.) 

Phil mentioned the Neighbourhood Decision Making project.  After the meeting, it was learned that one 

of the ideas submitted to be voted on June 16th is refinishing the tennis court surfaces at Furanna Park. 

QUESTIONS 

Wonderland Road – widening to 6 lanes is in the early stages of the assessment.  It is not at a detailed 

level to include items such as a crossing for pedestrians at Annadale 

What is going on with bus stops in the area? – These are being upgraded for accessibility by persons 

with disabilities.  One of the stops on Lawson looks like a bus shelter but it is due to the topography. 

Sidewalks – does the bus stop mean there will be a sidewalk installed?  That is not planned.  However, at 

least one sidewalk is being approved by City Council where none exist IF there is a project that requires 

tearing up the road.  It was mentioned by a resident that there might be a drainage concern if sidewalks 

are installed. 

Bike paths are not maintained regularly – Phil will contact city staff if you let him know where the 

problem is. 

Canada Post boxes winter maintenance – Canada Post is responsible for snow removal at the box.  There 

is a phone # to contact if there is a problem.  There was also a concern about the city maintaining the 

sidewalks to get to the post boxes. 

Sarnia and Western intersection – there is concern about safety there due to the number of pedestrians.  

There is an assessment underway for that intersection but it requires a decision on Philip Aziz Drive 

before it will proceed. 

Why is there a Bus only lane on Sarnia Road?  - it is to encourage transit use as it allows the bus to keep 

to schedule which is an important service indicator.  It was suggested that it should be limited to rush 

hour and allow cars to use it for double left otherwise. 

Photo radar and red light cameras and school speed zones – the 40 Km signs were installed in the area 

this week.  It was mentioned that London drivers seem to run a lot of reds.  Red light cameras are 

expensive to install.  City Council is considering photo radar in school zones. 

OTHER BUSINESS 



Residents were requested to leave their lawn lights on at night as it is very dark otherwise in the area 

It was mentioned that Cherie Lind and Beth distribute a welcome package to new residents.  Everyone 

was encouraged to let Sandy, Cherie Lind or Beth know when someone new has moved in. 

 

 

 


