
FAQ 
 

When does Sherwood Forest School close?    
 

June 30, 2013 
 

When will the school be officially “for sale”? 
 
Shortly after closing in late 2013 
 

Will the city buy it?   
 

No, the School Steering Committee has been told by senior city staff that they will not 
recommend an outright purchase to City Council.  Councillor Branscombe has advised us there is 
not enough support on Council to get the necessary votes. 

 
Who is on this neighborhood Steering Committee?   
 
Sandy Levin, Phil Walsh, Lorrie Miller, William Pol, Rob Stoddart, Dennis Michaelson, Cora 
McNamara, Julie Ashford, Janice Jarmain, Mary Helen Walsh, Heather Pilkington, Ruth Walton.  
There are others who have been able to make a meeting or two. 
 

The following members of the Steering Committee are available for questions. 
 
Sandy Levin, 519-472-9576 
Phil Walsh, prwalsh@ryerson.ca 
Janice Jarmain (kjcsavoy@sympatico.ca) 
Julie Ashford, 519-317-3385 
William Pol, Land Use Planner, 519-933-5152; wpol@fanshawec.ca 
Dennis Michaelson, 519-474-4485, dmichaelson@gmail.com 

 
What has this Steering Committee been doing?   
 

The Committee’s goal is to find a way to preserve at least some of the property as parkland and 
playground space for use by the community.  The Committee has met with senior city staff, 
seniors’ groups and made calls to possible buyers/tenants for the building, including the French 
language school boards and private schools.  To date there is some interest, but no 
commitments.  Until the school closes, the site is not up for sale. 

 
What is the process for disposal of the site? 
 

The TVDSB is required to offer the property to a defined list of parties for a value equal to the 
lesser of the fair market value or a pre-determined formula based on school population size.  
This list of parties includes the city, Western and other school boards.  If none of these bodies 
are interested in purchasing the property, or the Board does not accept an offer, the property 
will go onto the open market.  In this latter case, the legislation requires the Board to get “fair 
market value.”  The Province wants school boards to profit on land sales. 
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What might the property go for?   
 

It is thought it would go for at least $2 M dollars.  The Brick Street P.S. on Commissioner’s Road 
sold for $3 M.  It is twice as large as the Sherwood Forest School site.   

 
What sort of discussions have you had with potential buyers? 
 

The most productive talk has been with a senior manager at the City of London, Councillor 
Branscombe, and representatives of seniors’ groups in the city.  This manager has expressed 
interest in the idea of the City acquiring the site and keeping the building for the use by seniors’ 
organizations in the city and the land as a city park.  The key for him is that there is a business 
case that shows the revenue from rent by these organizations can repay the city’s purchase 
price.  Again, the city will not buy it without getting paid back. 

 
Let’s say it is bought by the private sector.  What happens? 
 

The buyer would have to ask for a re-zoning of the property.  There would be a requirement for 
public notification, and the city council is required to hold at least one advertised public meeting 
before a committee of council.  Under city policies, up to 150 units could be built on the site 
even within a low density residential neighbourhood.  The School Steering committee has 
conceptual plans for what the site would look like after the construction of 75 properties (Figure 
1) or 27 properties (Figure 2). 
 
 

Figure 1.  Conceptual plan with 75 units on the site 
 

 
  



 
Figure 2. Conceptual plan with 27 units on the site 

 

 
 
 
 
That seems like a big change.  Would city council approve it? 
 

It is hard to say at this point.  The city council has been pro development and Provincial policies 
are pro intensification.  Legally, the city is required to accept any application for a rezoning.  City 
planning staff then reviews the application and make a recommendation to the city’s Planning 
and Environment Committee which then makes a recommendation to the full city Council. 

 
Let’s say we don’t want to take the risk of the site falling into private hands. What other options 
are there? 
 

If the city were to exercise its option to buy the site, it would only do so with a commitment 
from residents, investors and/or donors (or some combination of all three) to repay it for the 
purchase price. 

 
How would the city get its money back? 

One option is for a business or a non-profit group to use the building for a program or business 
that would generate revenue which could be used to pay back the city, as well as to maintain 
the building and property.  How such a business or non-profit would be structured is up in the 
air.  City staff has advised the community to get a business plan together to address this 
question. 

 
This sounds complex.  Is there another way? 

It is possible to raise funds to repay the city for purchasing the site (with or without the building) 
through what is known as a “Local Improvement” or a “Special Services” Charge.  Both are 
similar in that the purchase price would be repaid through a charge on all of the properties in a 



defined area over a 10 year period.  The annual cost depends on whether the defined area was 
Sherwood Forest and Orchard Park or just Sherwood Forest. 

 
If it was just Sherwood Forest, what might it cost? 
 

Using $2 M as the purchase price, and the number of households in Sherwood Forest (400), that 
means 400 properties would pay an average of roughly $500 more in taxes each year for 10 
years.  The cost is on the property, not on the owner. 

 
If it included Orchard Park, as well as Sherwood Forest? 
 

The price per year would be even less, about $225 per year per each property. 
 
How would a Local Improvement be approved? 
 

Legally, it requires a formal prescribed petition to be signed by 2/3rds of all property owners in 
the defined area.  Upon confirmation, all properties, not just those signing on, would have to 
pay.  There is an appeal process for those who disagree.   

 
How does a Special Services Charge work? 
 

There is no petition process.  A Special Services Charge can be approved by a vote of city 
Council.  However, it is unlikely such a step would be taken by City Council unless it had some 
indication that a majority of residents in the area to be charged were in support. 

 
What are next steps? 
 

Senior administration at the city has recommended that we ask the Council to support the staff 
in continuing to work with the community on how the site might be acquired and financed.  The 
advice we received was to do so before the end of June 2012.  The Steering Committee is 
working to that target. 

 
How can I help? 
 

We need to get the word out to those who were not at the Ratepayers’ Annual General Meeting 
on May 14th to hear the presentation on the options.  If you are willing to host a “block party” 
where one of the steering committee members will explain the options, please contact a 
member of the steering committee whose name and contact information appears above. 
 
Please also respond to the survey.  It can be found at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XCQMJ6S 
 

What if I didn’t attend the meeting on the 14th? 
 
Please contact one of the members of the Steering Committee.  He or she will gladly help.  Or 
arrange a block party and invite one of the Committee members to speak. 
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