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rounding neighborhood. Maintaining the built and = it into a natural features open space. The de-

sign would incorporate the design elements of tradi-

natural environment within the development is a prior- the existing school building. The existing school build-
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n maximizing of residential lots with no concern for the natural en- ering

tional park design, while creating a community gath-

ace 'which is astheticallv. oleasina. | There. s alco the

ing remediation proposes a re-purposing of the existing struc-
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aspect of remediating the existing school structures and develop- use and also provides the diversity of residential development.

vironment s not an aspect of the design which is sustainable.
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certain design principles; most im- natural features. The development promotes an increase in the uses and diversi- To provide the com-

portant of which is the New Urbanism prin-
ciple. The geal of the development is to maintain the sense of place which is current within
the existing and surrounding neighborhoods. The Medway district is self-sufficient and is
contained within a small community with an aging population. it is the primary goal of the
development to an element within the existing community to promote community interac-
tion and connectivity. Essential to the plan is the ability to generate growth and also maintain
open park space to provide a central element. In the concepts, it is essential to the design that
the center of the subject site honors the current contours of the surrounding neighborhood,
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ty of the neighborhood, providing the area with much needed sustainable development.
With the designs, there was a need to keep the public as connected as possible, and pro-
viding pedestrian movement areas and also landscape design focused on movement was
a priority. The development is as much about the immediate neighborhood connectiv-
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was essential to the overall development of the site, as well as a separation of the elements.

The existing school was built in the same era as the rest of the development, and is still in fair condition. The

school is an option for remediation, and could be reused for another development. The structure is a split

Sustain

munity of Medway a central
Hub feature, and provide the surrounding with Sustainable devel-

opment. The site is to place a primary focus on the pedestrian, and

limit the need for automobile usage. There is a need for the pres-

the environment. The implementation and preservation of com-
munity resources will help generate longevity within the Medway
Community, and at a greater extent the city of London.

Vision A

Jarred Westwood Jﬁﬁnnf;f Bereas  Colin Snyder

Scott Laporte
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DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE

he significance of this age profile is the progres-

sion is that is it portrays the 400 meter extent of the
analysis area is dominated by a mature age bracket.
This mature age bracket has only progressed in the
past census periods, according to city of London data.
Compared to the Medway community, the analysis of
the immediate community (400m) is consistent in pop-
ulation characteristics. When comparing the change in
the age brackets from the previous census years, Med-
way's population between 45 and 64 had increased by
11%, and logical estimation would state that the popu-
lation would increase by 10 — 11% in the next census
year of 2011. Essentially within the Medway planning
district, there was a population of 37% between 20 and
44 years of age. This has a large impact in the devel-
opment of the Sherwood site, determining what would
be not only suitable for the neighborhood vicinity, but
also, the community of Medway and city of London.

LAND USE

e ———————————————
he Sherwood Elementary School site zoned as
Neighborhood Facility, and is an Institutional use.

However, because of diminishing school enroliment

the site has been deemed as a development project.

The site features an existing school structure and a

newer gym which is separate from the school struc-

ture. A majority of the site is currently used as a school
yard and existing open park space. The overall area of

the site is 2.2 hectares. The school structures are 0.13

hectares, and leaves 2.07hectares of open/park space.

OFFICIAL PLAN

he Community Facilities land use designation pro-

vides the primary locations for uses which provide
health, education and other services for local area
residents. Community Facilities are generally devel-
oped on a small scale such as a neighbourhood clinic
and located in developed residential areas. Commu-
nity Facilities are less intense than Regional Facilities
and therefore more suitable locations for community
facilities are required. Community Facilities may be
appropriate within or adjacent to single family resi-
dential neighbourhoods because of the small size. Pol-
icies are included to minimize any impact that might
be caused by mixing community facilities with other
land uses. The Official Plan promotes the orderly de-
velopment and distribution of institutional facilities.
The Community Facilities designation is intended to
include institutional type uses which provide city wide
or community service functions. The Community Fa-
cilities land use designation shall be developed for
institutional type uses which may be supported by a
variety of secondary uses. The designation allows for
facilities such as social and health services which meet
the day to day needs and short or long term care re-
quirements of residents. Permitted secondary uses
are services located in the same or main building.
The secondary uses are limited for community care

- facilities because of the size of the facility and great-

er potential for impacts on surrounding land uses.
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WITHIN THE MEDWAY COMMUNITY, NEEDS
TO BE REPURPOSED AND REMEDIATED IN OR-
DER TO CONTINUE TO BE A CENTRAL ELE-
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he school structure on the subject site (sched-

uled to close in 2013) presents an interesting
dilemma when it comes to moving forward with
the site. The building has become a staple of the
community and an integral part of the commu-
nity in the eyes of residents seemingly making
the inclusion of the school a given for the site.
However the condition of the structure must be
taken into consideration and the overall struc-
tural longevity of the building moving forward.
There is a large amount of pedestrian traf-
fic situated throughout the neighborhood and
also to an extent, the community. The site

EXISTING CONDITIO

has pedestrian movement towards the South-
west area of the site, and towards the main fo-
cal point, located at the center of the park.
The existing gym which accompanies the school
on the site was built more recently than the
Sherwood Forest Public School and has pro-
vided the neighborhood a facility to host func-
tions and events in the past. This has made the
gym an integral part of the community much
like the school itself. However the unlike the
school the condition of the structure is much
more solid and thus provides an opportunity for
the subject site as plans for development begin.

SURROUNDING
LAND USES

The existing school was built
in the same era as the rest
of the development, and
is still in fair condition.
The school is an op-
tion for remediation,
and could be reused
for another develop-
ment. The structure
is a split level devel-
opment, and is based
on the elevations and
contours of the surround-
ing residential development.

N
The existing park area/ open space accompa-
nied with the school is another important and
popular feature of the neighborhood. The park
has been described as a central feature of the
neighborhood by residents as it located in a cen-
tral location for the residents of the Sherwood
Forest neighborhood. With this in mind, the area
is considered an opportunity for future plans in-
volving the subject site and the implications that
any potential development have on this open
space will weigh heavily on all decisions made
concerning future development of the Sher-
wood Forest Public School site moving forward.

Matthew Whalen
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The existing gym which accompanies _
the school on the site was built more 4
recently than the Sherwood For- &
est Public School and has
provided the neighborhood
a facility to host functions
and events in the past. This
has made the gym an inte-
gral part of the community
much like the school itself, il ;
However the unlike the school B
the condition of the structure is
much more solid and thus pro-
vides an opportunity for the sub-

ject site as plans for development begin.

The existing park area/ open
space accompanied with
the school is another
important and popular
feature of the neigh-
borhood. The park has
been described as a cen-
tral feature of the neigh-
borhood by residents as
it located in a central loca-
tion for the residents of the
Sherwood Forest neighborhood.

Additional to the site being a
central hub for adults with-
in the community a small
playground is located
within the site property.
This playground allows
for the children in the
neighborhood to en-
joy an area designed for
exercise. However the
equipment has become
outdated over the years and
much like the site surround-
ing it is in need of a fresh start.

- As is common with low den-
sity residential areas the street
scape is generally designed
in an unpractical man-
ner as the streets tend
to twist and turn rather
than take a direct route
to intended destinations.
This along with a limited
amount of sidewalks has
caused a relatively unfriend-
ly pedestrian street scape
throughout the neighbourhood.
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A Master Plan

Sherwood Forest Central
Hub Development
The Sherwood Forest Public School which is
due for closure in 2013 will experience a change
in development in the near future. The devel-
opment plan displayed here represents a de-

| velopment that will suitably provide residential

! and institutional development as well as main-

, { tain the ‘central hub’ feel that the existing open

| space provides for neighborhood residents to enjoy.
Existing Structure Remediation

[ : Presently the most notable structure on the Sherwood

Forest Public School property is the school and accompa-

nying gymnasium that goes along with it. The school and

gym buildings will continue on with having an educational pur-

pose as the building will be home to an off campus training facil-

ity for the Fanshawe College Nursing Program. However within the

New Leaf Designs development plan the school and gym will receive

a major face lift. What was one two separate structures will now be con-

nected as a single two floor building. The new building design will maintain

elements which have become familiar to neighbourhood residents while adding an

additional floor and implementing a breezeway that will offer a view into the newly
landscaped open space area from the Annadale Drive entrance. This view will provide an im-
mediate focus on the centre piece of the new park design included within the development design.

Park Development

h Residential Development
The open space that is located just beyond" *

The homes which will front onto the open landscape area will be of the rear lane variety so as to al-

the newly renovated learning facility will feature low future residents of these townhouses to take full advantage of the appealing view of the land-

new designs to add to the landscape design of the per; \ e = Tg y scaped open space to the centre of the property. The townhouses will also be a Linked Home design which will pro-
erty. This open area will allow for the property to remain as the . _ L~ ' vide an additional opening between each of the townhouses. These homes will be accessible from a private rear lane
‘central hub' of the neighbourhood while introducing new planning and street which will travel behind the townhouses to allow the homes to front directly onto the open space without any obstruc-
landscape features to the property. While this open space maintains a ‘central hub' tion. The private rear lane street will connect Wychwood Park and Finsbury Crescent providing an aspect of connectivity throughout the com-
for the neighbourhood it will also act as a natural divider between the new school design and a _ : munity. With these aspects included in the New Leaf development plan the vision of providing increased residential and a sustainable use for the school build-
row of semi-detached townhouses and a single detached house along the north north-east boundary of the property. ing while maintaining the central hub of the existing open space can be achieved with this new and exciting development opportunity for the Sherwood Forest neighbourhood .
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