
  ORCHARD PARK/SHERWOOD FOREST RATEPAYERS 

Minutes of Community Meeting  
Thursday, May 26, 2016, 6:00-9:00pm 

Orchard Park Public School 
Attendees 

  Approximately 130 members of the community were present following the 2016 

barbecue.   
 
Scribe 
 
Janet Frame 

 
The meeting began at 7:30 pm with S. Levin presiding. 
 
Town Hall with Councillor Phil Squire 
 
City Councillor Phil Squire responded to questions from the floor about this near 
campus neighbourhood.  Concerns included: student rentals, volume of traffic, addition 
of bike paths, proposed rapid transit for the city.   
  
London Bicycle Festival 
 
The co-ordinator for the London Bicycle Festival invited community group entries to the 
event on Sunday, June 26, 2016 at Springbank Gardens. 
 
Western University Presentation 
 
A representative of Western University, Community Relations presented a powerpoint 
on ways to engage with the university, including clinics, entertainment, camps and 
educational opportunities.  Queries can be directed to community@uwo.ca. 
 
Medway Valley Heritage Forest Presentation 
 
Dr. G. Thorn spoke on the Medway Valley Heritage Forest Environmentally Significant 
Area (ESA), noting its longevity and its special flora and fauna.  He highlighted the 
necessity for awareness of how neighbourhood actions affect the ESA.  He reviewed 
the Dillon Consulting Survey of 2015 and outlined city activities for preservation.  He 
commented that bike trail development would degrade the ESA.  Observation forms 
and brochures were made available. 
 
Financial Statements 
 
A. Dearing, treasurer, presented a statement of cash flow for the years ending April 
2015 (inflow $765.77, outflow $1144.37) and April 2016 (inflow $3104.15, outflow 
$1597.69).  The financial statements were approved as presented. 
 



Nomination and Election of Executive 
 
All members of the current executive agreed to serve again.  No further nominations 
were received from the floor.  It was moved and passed that the current executive will 
remain for the next term. 
 
Updates: Sherwood Forest School, Sarnia / Western Road, London Plan 
 
S. Levin provided an update on each of these projects.  An archaeological study has 
been ongoing at the former school site.   The city will be issuing a Request of 
Proposals for sale and development of the north part of the site for housing as per the 
rezoning exercise in 2014.  The city is awaiting input from Western University before 
holding a second public meeting in the fall regarding changes to improve traffic 
movements at the Sarnia and Western Road intersection.  The Metamora staircase has 
been repaired in the Medway Conservation Area. 
 
Action item: The executive will present the city with the group's negative opinion about 
multiple rentals in single family homes.   
 
Tree Giveaway at Banting Secondary School  
 
It was announced that a tree giveaway will take place at Banting Secondary School on 
June 12, 2016. 
 
Garage Sale  
 
There was discussion of the annual neighbourhood garage sale and a willingness to 
repeat the event in 2017.   
 
Matters from the Floor 
 
No new business came from the floor.  S. Levin was formally thanked for his 
commitment and effectiveness on behalf of the community. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm 
 
 


