
ORCHARD PARK/SHERWOOD FOREST RATEPAYERS 
Minutes of Community Meeting 

Thursday, May 25, 2017, 6:00-9:00pm 
Orchard Park Public School 

 
Attendees  

Approximately 125 members of the community were present following the barbecue.  

Scribe - Laurel Davies 

The meeting began at 7:30 pm with Sandy Levin presiding.  

Medway Valley Master Plan Update (slides attached) 

Linda McDougall, ecologist with the City of London, and Jen Petruniak from Dillon Consulting 
reviewed Phase 1, which has been approved by Council.  

Phase 2 continues with an Open House at The Museum of Ontario Archeology on Attawandaron 
Road on June 1, 5:30-7:30 to receive input from the nearby communities and institutions 
regarding such issues as opening/closing trails and fighting invasive species.   There will also be 
a survey that anyone can reply to that will be posted at the City’s web site shortly after June 1.  
The URL is  

http://www.london.ca/residents/Environment/Natural-Environments/Pages/Conservation-Plans.aspx 

The resulting Conservation Management Plan (CMP) will be approved by City Council by the 
end of 2017 and be in effect from 2018-2028.  

A question from the floor asked about the difference between a treed area such as Springbank 
Park and an Environmentally Significant Area (ESA) such as the Medway Valley Forest. The 
London Plan lists seven possible criteria for designation as an ESA. The Medway Valley meets all 
seven and all seven need protection.  See the end of the minutes for a list of why the Medway 
meetings all seven criteria.  The last paragraph (Other Attributes) makes for interesting reading 
by itself. 

Prof. Greg Thorn is our community representative to the Local Advisory Committee (which 
includes a wide variety of groups including residents from north of Fanshawe and the Thames  
Valley Trail Association and the Old Masonville Ratepayers.   

We are all encouraged to attend the Open House.  Comments can be sent to Greg at 
rgthorn@uwo.ca or posted directly to a Google Sheet at:  Comments on CMP for our part of the 
Valley 

While the City currently has no plans for Creek crossings, Jen indicated that bridges would be 
permitted under the City’s Trail Guidelines. 

http://www.london.ca/residents/Environment/Natural-Environments/Pages/Conservation-Plans.aspx
mailto:rgthorn@uwo.ca
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eW3xNPyA-lwATwbZEVqG7_CIChBwc5TRgc9gWZsMZKM/edit%23gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eW3xNPyA-lwATwbZEVqG7_CIChBwc5TRgc9gWZsMZKM/edit%23gid=0


School Site and Future Playground Update 

A representative from Realty Services at the City of London described the tender process which 
is underway to build housing as per the zoning that has already been placed on part of the site.  
One third of the site will remain as parkland.  The Procurement department at City Hall expects 
to evaluate the tenders in August and award the contract in Sept-Oct. with final Council 
approval in Nov-Dec. Rob Stoddard will represent our community at these meetings. 

London Police Presentation 

Scott Hildebrand and a colleague from the London Police Core Unit gave tips on preventing 
break-ins and fraud. 

To prevent car break-ins, always lock car doors and never leave items visible in your car, 
especially coins, GPS units, and garage door openers which could give a thief access to your 
house. 

To avoid fraud, whether at the door, by telephone or by email, remember that they contacted 
you and you really don’t know who they are. Never let an unknown caller into your home, or 
give them your personal information over the phone or in response to an email. Never click on 
links in unsolicited email as this could give scammers complete access to your computer. 

If you see something suspicious in the neighbourhood, don’t hesitate to call 911. If you have an 
experience that seems not-quite-right, contact the police by their non-emergency phone 
number (519-661-5670), or by email or online chat. Don’t hesitate, as timely information helps 
the police evaluate threats.   https://www.londonpolice.ca/en/index.aspx 

Near Campus Neighbourhood 

S. Levin explained recent changes at the provincial level regarding secondary dwelling units. The 
changes removed the provisions that limit them to one bedroom in an owner-occupied 
residence. Instead such units may be added “as of right” except in the Near Campus area which 
we are part.  However it appears that the City Council could say that secondary dwelling units 
can be added “as of right” in designated Near Campus Neighbourhoods such as ours. 

Important to note that “secondary dwelling units” are a separate issue from house rentals. 
House rentals with up to 5 bedrooms are permitted, and the City cannot legislate on how the 
occupants are related to each other.   

Thomas Rose moved that we ask the Ratepayer Executive to present our position to the City 
Council that such dwelling units should not be allowed “as of right” and instead require zoning 
or minor variance approval.   It was pointed out that anyone can add a kitchen or washroom to 
a house without fire separation.  It is the fire separation that makes a separate unit a secondary 
dwelling unit. 

Motion seconded and Passed. 

https://www.londonpolice.ca/en/index.aspx


Town Hall with Councillor Phil Squire City Councillor  

Phil Squire will speak at City Council as our ward representative against “as of right”.  Most 
neighbourhoods in Ward 6 do not want secondary dwelling units to be added “as of right”. 

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)– The final plan does not include a tunnel under the CPR tracks on 
Richmond street. City is currently waiting for funding for its transit proposals. A BRT 
Implementation office has been approved at a total cost of $30 million spread over a number of 
years. 

Ranked ballots will be used at the next municipal election. This has been passed by Council, 
although City staff do not yet have the technology in place. 

Sidewalks – A show of hands indicated that our neighbourhood is not in favour of additional 
sidewalks, but it will be difficult to fight this, as it is now a City policy to have a sidewalk on 
every street.  Nothing is imminent for the area at this time. 

Financial Statement (attached) 

S. Levin presented a statement of incoming and outgoings.  Jim Davies moved that the Financial 
Statement be approved. Seconded by Reiner Stoetzer.  Carried. 

Nomination and Election of Executive  

All members of the current executive agreed to serve again. No further nominations were 
received from the floor. It was moved and passed that the current executive will remain for the 
next term. Sandy Levin, Andrew Dearing, Doug Bickford, Rich Duench, Beth Gibson, Therron 
Jones, John Landstreet, Sebastien de la Lande.  (Anyone can join the Executive during the year – 
just ask!) 

Matters from the Floor  

No new business came from the floor. S. Levin thanked the executive for their hard work over 
the last year. S. Levin was enthusiastically thanked for his continued commitment and 
effectiveness on behalf of the community.  

Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm. 

WHY THE MEDWAY VALLEY IS AN ENVIRONMENTALLY SIGNIFICANT AREA 

(The following extracted from the Natural Heritage Inventory completed for the City by Dillon 
Consulting, pages 250-253) 

MEDWAY VALLEY HERITAGE FOREST SOUTH ENVIRONMENTALLY SIGNIFICANT AREA   



Official Plan 15.4.1.3 – What are the significant features and ecological functions that 
contribute to the area’s identification as an Environmentally Significant Area?  

i) The area contains unusual landforms and/or rare to uncommon natural communities within 
the country, province or London subwatershed region. 

The Medway Valley is a significant geological landform feature instrumental in the formation of 
the City’s landscape. The Arva Moraine stretches across the northwest section of the City. The 
moraine was deposited by two glaciers, one moving north from Lake Erie, the other south from 
Lake Huron that pushed against each other 10,000 to 20,000 years ago. The Medway Creek and 
valley was formed when glacial melt-water cut through the Arva Moraine. The area of most 
significant erosion and valley formation from this breach is known locally as Dead Horse 
Canyon. Here, the Medway Creek flows through a relatively narrow, 0.3 to 0.5 km wide valley 
with steep, eroded river banks or slip faces up to 25 metres in height that reveal horizontal 
layers of sediments. Sands and gravels washed out of the till by moving water were deposited 
along the spillway. Several small tributary streams feed the river through these steep-sided 
ravines.  

The study area is situated on a post-glacial spillway adjacent to the Arva moraine, at the site of 
some of the most complex Pleistocene icesheet interactions in southern Ontario. A series of 
glacial tílls are exposed by erosion activities of the Medway River. These exposures are the 
finest in the London area and the only known outcrops in southern Ontario displaying the 
interfingering strata left by the Erie and Huron ice lobes and the periodic local proglacial lakes 
(Winder, pers. corr.). The study area is located close to the University of Western Ontario and 
natural creek and river processes are well studied. 

ii) The area contains high quality natural landform-vegetation communities that are 
representative of typical presettlement conditions of the dominant physiographic units within 
the London subwatershed region, and/or that have been classified as distinctive in the Province 
of Ontario. 

The MVHF ESA lies near the limit of the Mixed Deciduous Forest Region and the Great Lakes – 
St. Lawrence Forest Region of Rowe (1972) in the Carolinian Zone in Canada. The vegetation 
here is characterized by deciduous floodplain forests, swamps, thickets, marshes, meadows and 
forested ravine and valley slopes. The steep-sided wooded ravines have microclimates cooler 
than normal, while the open floodplain habitats in sheltered valleys and slopes of southern 
exposure tend to have warmer than normal microclimate. Bottomland communities including 
second growth forest, wet meadows, Black Walnut (Juglans nigra) savannahs, mown grassland 
and successional scrub cover most of the study area. Wooded river bluffs, ravines and slip face 
slopes fringe the valley. Upland communities are poorly represented.    

The Medway Valley Heritage Forest is moderately rich in habitat diversity at least in the 
bottomland and floodplain communities. Some community types within the study area are 
significant in themselves.  Walnut savannahs, of which there are several examples, are a 



community type strictly limited to the natural range of Black Walnut (Juglans nigra) in southern 
Ontario.  An open wet meadow in the centre of the site is unique in the Medway Valley 
Heritage Forest and therefore locally significant. Communities in which trees of great size or 
age occur are also important and so are well developed examples of representative community 
types. 

While the MVHF ESA does contain a high number of non-native species and some disturbance 
(e.g. light litter, utility corridor, lack of organic layer), communities associated with the southern 
and northern sections of the ESA do contain high quality natural vegetation communities’ 
representative of pre-settlement conditions.  Upland communities in the north (mature Sugar 
Maple-Beech Forest and Sugar Maple Forest) contain high concentrations of Twinleaf 
(Jeffersonia diphylla)and Harbinger-of-Spring (Erigenia bulbosa), two species with very high Co-
efficient of Conservation values (CC). High CC values can be an indicator of high quality habitat 
since species with an 8 – 10 typically occur in undisturbed or pre-settlement remnants. Twinleaf 
has a CC value of 10 while Harbinger-of-Spring has a value of 9, indicating that these two 
species typically occur in almost undisturbed habitat, such as pre-settlement remnants.   

The bottomlands or floodplain habitat of the southern ESA contain high densities of Sycamore 
(Platanus occidentalis) trees a species with a high CC value (8). This indicates that the habitats 
in which Sycamore are found within the ESA are of a high quality.   In total, 31 flora species with 
a CC value of 8 or higher are documented within the ESA. 

iii) The area, due to its large size, provides habitat for species intolerant of disturbance or for 
species that require extensive blocks of suitable habitat. 

The size of the study area is approximately 119 ha. This is more than twice as large as the size 
criterion suggested by Hilts and Cook (1982) for a Significant Natural Area. In addition, the 
upstream and downstream boundaries of the study site are quite arbitrary and the site itself 
represents only a portion of the entire Medway Valley system. North of Fanshawe Park Road 
the size of the Medway Valley is an additional >100 ha. The entire area supports species that 
require large blocks of suitable habitat.  

Revision - While the area of the ESA (both north and south) is still a large contiguous block, the 
woodland in the north has been fragmented by the recent placement of a utility corridor 
resulting in a reduction of interior forest habitat and the separation of woodland communities 
due to a gap of 20 m or greater. This has resulted in less interior forest habitat within the ESA. It 
is expected that this fragmentation is temporary as restoration efforts are starting to fill in the 
gap(s) created by the corridor. Once the forest edge is restored, the utility corridor gap(s) 
should be < 20 m and the woodland would again be considered continuous.   The ESA continues 
to support forest interior breeding birds such as Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius) 
and a number of interior migrant species during the spring and fall periods. 

 



iv) The area, due to its hydrologic characteristics, contributes significantly to the healthy 
maintenance (quality or quantity) of a natural system beyond its boundaries. 

The Medway Creek is the largest tributary of the Thames River.  The Medway Creek and 
associated floodplain contributes to water resources functions including conveyance of flows, 
water quality improvement, groundwater recharge and discharge or seepage zones. 

v) The area has a high biodiversity of biological communities and/or associated plant and 
animal species within the context of the London subwatershed region. 

The MVHF has a high diversity of plant species.  Sixteen community types in six distinct 
landform vegetation units are recognised in the study area. These range from cultural habitats 
(e.g. meadow, plantation, thicket) to natural communities such as deciduous forest, wetlands 
and treed bluffs.  

The biodiversity of the MVHF is very high with 564 flora species documented during a 2013 
botanical study.    

vi) The area serves an important wildlife habitat or linkage function. 

The preliminary lists of animal and plant species in the study area indicate good diversity of 
flora, birds, and fish. The number of different habitats available is high, especially considering 
how near the site is to an urban area. Diversity of habitat, including some wooded areas with 
unusually large trees, open floodplain meadows and hawthorn scrub presents a good mixture 
of feeding and breeding sites for a variety of species. An additional feature of the area is its 
function as a wiIdlife corridor; that is, it connects, and is connected to, other wildlife areas 
including those in the Thames River valley.  A dense population of Red-backed Salamanders 
were found in the wooded areas of Fox Hollow and Dead Horse Canyon (Bowles, 1986). The 
subwatershed studies (MMM, 1995) includes a list of 34 fish species sampled from the 
management unit in the Medway Creek subwatershed downstream of the Arva dam.  The 
valley provides important aquatic habitat as well as terrestrial wildlife habitat, beaver 
impoundments, waterfowl staging areas, travel corridors and linkages to other natural areas. 
The MVHF is also an important stop for migratory bird species. During bird surveys (Dillon, 
2013), approximately 26 species were documented as migrating through the ESA during the 
spring and fall periods. This doesn’t include those species that were already using the ESA as 
breeding habitat. 

vii) The area provides significant habitat for rare, threatened or endangered indigenous species 
of plants or animals that are rare within the country, province or county. 

The MVHF contains many historical occurrences for provincially and federally rare species 
including three freshwater mussels on Schedule 1 of SARA. (Wavy-rayed Lampmussel (Lampsilis 
fasciola), Kidneyshell (Ptychobranchus fasciolaris)). 



A number of provincially significant indigenous flora species such as Species at Risk like the 
Endangered Butternut (Juglans cinerea), Threatened False-rue Anemone (Enemion biternatum) 
and Special Concern Green Dragon (Arisaema dracontium) have been documented within the 
ESA.   

The MVHF also contains a number of flora Species of Conservation Concern (8). Most of the 
occurrences are only of one or a few individuals such as Shrubby St. John’s Wort (Hypericum 
prolificum), American Gromwell (Lithospermum latifolium), and Slender Satin Grass 
(Muhlenbergia tenuiflora var. tenuiflora). Species with larger populations and can be 
considered ubiquitous throughout the MVHF includes Striped Cream Violet (Viola striata). 

Three provincially rare fish, the Black Redhorse (Moxostoma duquesnei), the Silver Shiner 
(Notropis photogenis) and the Greater Redhorse (Moxostoma valenciennesi) are found in the 
Medway Creek. 

Records for provincially significant reptiles includes two Special Concern species, Common 
Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina) and Eastern Milksnake (Lampropeltis triangulum), and a 
recent (2013) confirmation of endangered Queensnake (Regina septemvittata) in the Medway 
Creek above its confluence with the Thames River, below Corley Drive near the Elsie Perrin 
Williams Estate.    

A number of Regionally Rare flora species (status according to Distribution of and Status of the 
Vascular Plants of Southwestern Ontario; Oldham, 1993) were also documented within the 
MVHF. Those not listed as Species at Risk or Species of Conservation Concern include Arrow-
leaved Tearthumb (Polygonum sagittatum), One-flowered Cancer Root (Orobanche uniflora), 
Azure Aster (Aster oolentangiensis), Fanleaf Hawthorn (Crataegus flabellata), Rough Hedge-
nettle (Stachys hispida), Stout Blue-eyed Grass (Sisyrinchium angustifolium), Sweet Ox-eye 
(Heliopsis helianthoides), Large-leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton amplifolius),  Pasture Rose 
(Rosa Carolina),  Barren Strawberry (Waldsteinia fragarioides), Wild Leek (Allium tricoccum), 
Water Shield (Brasenia schreberi), Long-leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton nodosus), Hair Rock 
Cress (Arabis hirsuta var. pycnocarpa), and Downy Willow-herb (Epilobium strictum). 

OTHER ATTRIBUTES  

The MVHF has a rich cultural heritage dating back to 1500 AD when a late Ontario Iroquois or 
Neutral Indian village of about 1000 inhabitants stood on the bluff of land overlooking the 
confluence of Snake Creek with Medway Creek.   

The Lower Medway Valley is an invaluable recreational and scientific resource in the city of 
London with an exceptionally high educational value because of its proximity to the University 
of Western Ontario. Local schools and youth groups also frequently use the valley as an 
educational resource.  

The valley experiences some detrimental impact as result of recreation pressure from 
naturalists, hikers, joggers, skiers and especially bikers. Much of the recreational value of the 



site lays in what remains of the wildness of the valley and the opportunity it. Provides as a piece 
of wilderness in an urban setting. 


