Minutes of Aug 25, 2011 meeting of Executive of Orchard Park Sherwood Forest Ratepayers
Attending:  Ian, Linda, Jeff, Heather, Sandy

1. Preparation for Aug 30 School site meeting (3rd floor Market Tower, 2:15 pm), including update from June site visit with C. Wooton from Community Services dept.

We discussed a strategy for the discussion with Ross Fair, the General Manager of Community Services  and Councillor Branscombe regarding the Sherwood Forest School site.  We agreed we should get the city to agree that:

· There is no playground in the area

· That the district park on the other side of Wonderland serves a different function and is an “outing” no different than loading up the car and going to Storybook Gardens for children in the neighbourhood

If there is agreement on these points, we will probe to see if the city is willing to take on acquiring or leasing the property or parts of it to retain a viable play area that it would maintain.  If this requires a contribution from the neighbourhood, we will explore either finding a tenant for the building and land or see if the neighbourhood would agree to be assessed a local improvement to acquire all or some of the land.

2. UWO telecommunication tower at Museum
We thought it odd that the University would need a permanent tower to transmit a limited amount of data from the Museum when storage devices are so inexpensive.   We agreed to submit a formal reply to the firm representing the University under the regulations set out by Industry Canada.
Possible discussion with Attawandaron Ratepayers Assoc re: potential merger

We agreed there was value in meeting with representatives of Attawandaron (this is the area north of the Snake Creek Valley (where the Museum is), east of Wonderland, south of Fanshawe, and west of the Medway Valley.  We didn’t think there was a compelling reason to combine forces at this time but neither did we want to close the door to the possibility until we talked with their representatives.  A meeting in the fall with their Executive will be arranged.
Brescia site plan

We agreed to write a letter to Brescia thanking them for revising the site plan so that the treed area on the south side of Ramsay will not become parking lot at this time.  However, subsequent to the meeting, the Saturday Free Press listed that Brescia has applied to change the use of the site for parking after all.
There was no other business.

