Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Orchard Park/Sherwood Forest Ratepayers, May 11, 2011
Approximately 70 attended.

The meeting opened with the President, Sandy Levin, welcoming everyone.   He shared regrets from Councillor Branscombe.

1. Financials for the year

The financial statements were presented.  We have a cash balance of $1,884 as of April 30, 2011.  Seventy-Eight households were paying members.

Motion to accept financial report:

Moved by Jim Davies, Seconded by Ryner Stoetzer.  Passed

2.  Executive

Judith Nesbitt and Harriet Loyer were thanked for their service on the Executive.

The following slate was presented for approval

Executive for 2011-12

Officers

Sandy Levin, President

Cherie Lind Fry, Past President

Linda Foerster, Treasurer
Directors

Helen Heller

Shelley Kopp 

Heather Pilkington 

Ian Pittendrei​gh
Tom Schmidt

Jeff Vanderzwet
Mary Helen Walsh
Additional nominations were sought from the floor.  None were offered. 
Motion to approve slate:  Stephen Adams, seconded by Mady Hymowitz.  Passed
3. Break-ins

The group was informed of two break-ins in the neighbourhood and advised to be watchful and to always call police if concerned as police patrols are increased when there are more calls from an area.

4. ARC (Accommodation Review Committee)
A summary of the ARC process and the present situation was reported.  The Board’s administration has recommended the closure of Sherwood Forest P.S. and that the property be declared surplus despite the ARC’s recommendation to retain the site.  The group was asked to submit requests to speak at the May 24th Board meeting.  Forms were provided to those interested in presenting.  An e-mail will go out with the Trustees contact information and where to get the form.
It was explained that there is a process mandated by the Province which the Board must follow to dispose of the site if the Board declares it surplus.  It first has to be offered at fair market value to the other public bodies: the city, UWO, Fanshawe, and the other school boards.  If not acquired by the public organizations, (a likely outcome given the current financial constraints and priorities), the site can be sold to the highest bidder.  Under present city policies, as many as 75 units could be put on the site in keeping with the city’s infill policies. For example, a three story building is going up on Fanshawe adjacent to a residential area because of the infill policies.  However, it is possible for the Board to lease the site to an organization involved in child care, or in a role that benefits children and youth.   Members of the Executive have made some inquiries of this nature already.
The group asked the Executive to focus on the following points in its presentation and to share this information with the e-mail list, along with the Trustees’ contact information and the URL for the Presenter’s Package so that people who want to speak can do so.  The deadline is Friday, May 13th!
· While the status quo is not going to be possible it is important to keep the Board from declaring the school surplus at this time as stated in the ARC’s recommendation.

· The space is an important part of the neighbourhood (unusual that it is all school Board owned) and that removing it is detrimental to an established neighbourhood
· Other uses of the Sherwood Forest property are possible, the community needs time to find another use.   We are capable of doing so!
· It provides a place for physical activity even after school hours.  Physical activity for children and youth is consistent with the Board’s objectives.  This should be important to the Trustees
· It was pointed out that some of the Orchard Park P.S. playground equipment has caution tape around it
· The recommendations of the Board’s administration do not go far enough to meet all of the needs at Orchard Park P.S., particularly the gym
· There is a loss of “option value” if the Board declares the land surplus and disposes of it – once it is gone, it’s gone.  Keeping it provides insurance for the future as the neighbourhood changes once again.
· The ARC agreed that there is educational value in combining the student populations, surely the Board can support the ARC’s recommendation about the community value of the site.

· The recommendation of the ARC is a reflection of the neighbourhood.  This should count for something!
Trustees - http://www.tvdsb.ca/board.cfm?subpage=79700
Presenters’ Package - http://www.tvdsb.ca/files/78949/presenters_package_feb2011.pdf
5.  UWO and Brescia  Residences

UWO will start construction of a new 1000 bed residence this fall for a Sept 2013 opening.  It will be built north of Althouse College on the site of the present parking lot.  The University is still working on the design and siting with the architect and consultants. The design of the residence will go to the UWO Board in late June for approval.  We hope to get more information from UWO by then.  The city will not permit any driveways onto Sarnia Road.  Along Sarnia Road, the building will stand about two stories higher than the townhouses along the south side of Sarnia Road next to the gas station.
BRESCIA RESIDENCE AND DINING HALL

Brescia University College plans a new 300 bed residence and 300 seat dining hall.  The buildings are proposed to be built where the green area is between the library and the Ursuline Hall and on the present parking lot at the northwest corner of Ramsay Road and Brescia Lane.  The dining hall will be about 1 and a half stories and the new residence, four to five stories, along Ramsay Road.  For comparison purposes, Ursuline Hall is 4 stories and the library, two stories.  Brescia has not finalized its plans for replacing the parking, but it is highly likely that it will go on the southwest corner of Ramsay and Brescia Lane where the green space and trees are in front of Brescia’s maintenance building.  A rezoning application which is subject to a public process before the City, with public input and notice required, will be needed to put a parking lot in this location as it is currently zoned residential.  If built in this location, access to the parking lot will be off Brescia Lane.  A smaller parking lot will also be constructed along Brescia Lane where there is currently a small parking area.  Brescia indicated that it will plant two trees for every one removed in the project.

The loading dock for Brescia will be moved to the west side of the new building.  The driveway to this loading area will be along the very west side of the property, about 10-20 meters west of the current exit from the present parking lot.   The dining hall will be open to the public and because the new residence will be air-conditioned, it is anticipated there will be more summer business at Brescia.  There will continue to be pedestrian access through the Brescia campus along the sidewalk that borders the library and St. James Buildings.  

This project is scheduled to start next spring and be finished by September 2013.  

Brescia will supply information from the meeting and post to their web site shortly.  Any questions should addressed to Sheila Blagrave, the Director of Communications and External Relations at Brescia.  She can be reached at Phone: 519.432.8353, ext. 28293, E-mail: sblagrav@uwo.ca 
She will gather the answers from the best sources.  I have been told by the Principal at Brescia, that they are happy to hear from residents with additional suggestions or questions. 

Brescia is investigating ways to include better information on their website as this project evolves.  They may hold another Town Hall Meeting at some point.

The group felt the biggest issue is the location of the parking and felt that other options should be explored.
6. Medway Valley

The existing boardwalk is being replaced (due to rotten wood) this fall.  It will be the same length and built with rough-sawn cedar (similar to the boardwalks you’ve seen constructed at Westminster Ponds).  The new boardwalk will be narrower than the existing structure (4’ wide with a one or two small bump outs to accommodate strollers/wheelchairs if the trail is busy).  As part of this project, the city will also try and repair ongoing erosion issues south of the boardwalk on the existing granular trail.

The group noted the some of the stairwell steps are gone and others in need of repair.  After the meeting, Sandy contacted the Parks Planning staff and the UTRCA about this.  He was told that the 2 step staircase needs to be replaced at the top on the stairs and the UTRCA will fix it before the end of the month.   
The bridge and paved path project is not going to happen prior to 2013.  Before proceeding, there will be an update of the 25 year old Conservation Master Plan for the Valley.  This will be a public process.  If there continues to be opposition it is unlikely this project will happen.  The city is also preparing new Guidelines for trails in Environmentally Significant Areas and is leaning towards avoiding paved paths through them.
7. Communication
The group expressed its appreciation of the ways the neighbourhood is kept informed (flyers, e-mail and website).  The use of a sign at Orchard Park P.S. was highlighted as effective.
8.  Other items
Concern about the city staff’s use of weed whackers near trees was noted.  Sandy has written Councillor Branscombe for her help in getting this concern to the right city staff person so that workers can be better trained to protect trees.

