
Orchard Park Sherwood Forest Ratepayers

Annual General Meeting

May 27, 2009

St. Thomas More School
Minutes

1.        Sandy Levin opened the meeting with an introduction of the Executive

 He outlined the purposes of the organization which include:

· promoting the development of an organized neighbourhood network to respond to development and changes

· promoting a strong, unified voice at City Hall

· representing the interests of the neighbourhood in its relationship with the municipality

 Sandy provided an overview of the year including the contentious city project to span the Medway with a 3 meter wide bridge and to put in a 3 meter wide multi-use path from Gainsborough , behind Doncaster to Doncaster Gate, and then into the Valley.  Judith Nesbitt demonstrated the size of such a path by marking the mats on the wall of the school with a meter stick.  It is wide enough for a garbage truck to use.  The would require changes to the gate at Doncaster as the Hydro trucks would still need to be allowed in without allowing regular car traffic into the Valley.  The bridge would be used by city staff in crossing from one side to the other for maintenance activities.  
The Executive had proposed that the project be included as part of the update of the Medway Valley Conservation Master Plan, but this proposal was rejected by City staff.  Although the city staff wanted to do this project in July, it is currently on hold through a council resolution.  A straw vote was taken of those in attendance (the results are at the end of these minutes).  There is supposed to be an open house in the fall on this matter.  Councillor Branscombe is working with staff on details.  She also will send out a flyer to our neighbourhood to let us know about the meeting.  It is possible the city will use this meeting to be the meeting agreed to under the Canadian Environmental Assessment.  After the completion of the Assessment, the city would have two years in which to complete the project.

 We have also seen an increase in the number of single family units being rented to students.  

 We have had quite a bit of damage to trees this year due to the storm and we have no information from the city on replanting of street trees or park trees damaged.

 We had hoped to have received some information from the UTRCA on invasive species in the Valley, particularly periwinkle, however, none was sent.  Sandy asked residents not to plant periwinkle if they live adjacent to the valley.  The impact can be seen in the area behind the Precious Blood and on our Flickr site (http://www.flickr.com/photos/35429803@N07/ ).  Sandy also mentioned that Buckthorn, a weedy non-native tree, is established in the Valley and should be pulled if it is growing on one’s own property.  Sandy also shared a resident’s concern about outdoor cats and their negative impact on birds and other native species in the Valley.  The request was not to let cats roam freely.

 2.        Councillor Branscombe 

 Councillor Branscombe spoke about her support of the elimination of the Board of Control and her support for a Development Charge that puts a fairer share of the cost of growth on new development rather than the taxpayer.  

 She reported on a city land use planning change being proposed called the Greater Near Campus Neighbourhoods initiative which is a proactive initiative to reduce the impact student housing has on residential areas.  One part of the proposal may reduce the number of bedrooms to reduce the number of occupants in each dwelling unit.  Another might reduce the allowed height of a building.

 Councillor Branscombe encouraged everyone to visit her web site www.nanbran.com for updates.  Information on the bridge can be found there under her February 6, 2009 blog entry.  There is also a city of London web site with the City’s position on the path.

 3.        Glenn Matthews, UWO Housing Office

 Glenn spoke about the activities of his office.  He helps residents deal with student behaviors, often in conjunction with the police COR unit (Community Oriented Response).  Calls can be directly to his office if you are having concerns with loud parties, cars being parked on yards or yards not being maintained.  His office sends garbage calendars to 18,000 rental units near the university.  He can also send an e-mail blast to students.  He offered to send one out to residents in Saugeen regarding the Medway Valley.

 He also indicated that the UWO off campus housing office web site has a section for “garage sales” and non students are welcome to use it to post items.   http://www.has.uwo.ca/housing/offcampus/garagesale.htm
 UWO and the students council support the new rental licensing by law being discussed at City Hall as well as the new noise by law coming into effect.

 In response to a question about the Fram lands (Kinnive and Ramsay Road next to the Precious Blood), Glenn indicated in the University’s present long term plan, it is designated to stay UWO property and have a use for Academic Buildings.

 4.       Business meeting

 The financial statements were presented.  There were 40 memberships sold in the year.  Expenses exceeded revenue by $200.  The ratepayer’s have about $1700 in the bank as of May 25th.  There was a motion to approve the financial report which was seconded and passed.

 Sandy indicated that the present executive offered to stand for re-election for two years.  The nominating committee also sought out nominations from those at the last meeting that indicated an interest in serving.  Nominations were also asked for from the floor.  No nominations were put forward.  A motion was moved and seconded to close nominations and then a motion moved and seconded to approve the list.  Both motions were approved

The 2009-2011 executive consists of 

 Sandy Levin (President)

Cherie Lind Fry (Past President)

 

Directors

 

Kathryn Acres

Linda Foerster

Harriet Loyer

Judith Nesbitt

Heather Pilkington

The meeting adjourned at 8:30
APPENDIX

Results of ballots

Status Quo – 29

City Proposal – 1

Narrower bridge – 2

Undecided – 1

Stepping stones – 1

Defer to Conservation Master Plan – 4

Comments:

· I don’t think the city staff truly support the ESA concept – look at all green space as recreation area

· Preserve nature don’t increase the amount of traffic

· Our neighbourhood roads are suitable for biking

· This is a unique area.  Let’s not destroy it trying to turn it into another Springbank Park

· Chip and dust, no to skateboarding

· Gravel if needed

· 10 foot wide road too much for an ESA

· Safety for children at high water times

· Compromise position is a narrower path and bridge


