

Lower Medway Valley Ratepayers  Group, Inc.

Annual General Meeting 2010 Minutes

Date: June 3, 2010

Time: 7:00 – 9:00 PM

Location: St. Thomas More Catholic School

Meeting called to order by Sandy Levin at 7:10 p.m.  Approximately 25 people were in attendance.

1.  Minutes of last year’s AGM 
Minutes amended by Judith Nesbitt (spelling of her name).

Minutes approved as amended by Michelle Mannering

Seconded by Judith Nesbitt

2.  Financial Report (submitted by Linda Foerster)
Sandy Levin shared that the website charges will be decreasing due to host changes for the website.  The bank charges incurred this year were for new cheques.


Financial report approved by Michelle Mannering

Seconded by Dolores Shackleton

3.  Ratification of new directors and nominations from the floor


The following directors have their two-year terms ending next year (2011).



Heather Pilkington



Judith Nesbitt



Harriet Loyer



Linda Foerster



Sandy Levin



Cherie Lind Fry


The following directors have just started a two-year term, ending in 2012.



Tom Schmidt



Shelley Kopp


Jeff Vanderzwet

Motion to accept the slate of directors as presented – Mady Hymowitz


Seconded by Judith Nesbitt


Sandy Levin thanked Kathryn Acres for her work on our executive.

4.  Guest Speaker – Glenn Matthews, Housing Mediation Officer, University of Western Ontario

Mr. Matthews gave us an update on what his office has been doing since he last spoke to our group.  Their office works closely with the city by-law enforcement office.   They have started informing neighbours to the university as to what is happening on campus via email.
The 5-bedroom by-law and Landlord licensing has been very successful in his opinion.  In March 2010 they had 1200 landlords licensed.  UWO is concerned about the safety and condition of neighbourhoods where their students live.  UWO is looking at increasing enrollment of graduate, international and indigenous students, but not undergraduates in general.  

If anyone has suggestions regarding student housing, please contact Mr. Matthews.  glenn@housing.uwo.ca
5.  Guest Speaker – Nancy Branscombe, Ward 6 City of London Councillor

Nancy addressed several issues that directly affect our neighbourhood.

Sarnia Road Widening

Nancy noted that there are issues re the proposal to prevent left turns to and from Leyton onto Sarnia Road in the planned widening of Sarnia Road.  Nancy asked that she be copied on emails to the consultants regarding concerns so that she is kept in the loop.  She has a meeting with the city staff shortly to review some of these issues.
Medway Valley proposed Bridge

Currently there is a moratorium on the bridge project in the Medway Valley.  Council has placed a moratorium on all paved multi-use pathways in Environmentally Significant Areas.   In 2012 an over-haul of the conservation master plan for the Medway is proposed by the city.  It will include the entire Valley all the way to the city boundary.  Nancy, Joni Baechler and Sandy Levin are members of a group which meets with city staff to discuss which policy trumps which (i.e. Bicycle Master Plan versus Environmental Issues)

Overnight Parking

Nancy told us that Ward 6 has many parking issues already.   35 streets in Ward 6 wanted to opt out of the new overnight parking by law which now permits overnight parking on city streets between Victoria Day and Labour Day.  Longbow Road was the only street in our area that opted out of the overnight parking, initially.  After a second polling by Nancy, the majority on Longbow decided not to opt out.  It may be possible to change this again if the situation changes.  

ARC  (Accomodation Review Committee) Thames Valley District School Board
Nancy is the council appointee to the Sherwood Forest – Orchard Park – University Heights ARC.  This is Nancy’s first time on an ARC.  Many councillors refuse to sit on ARCs because of the process.  Nancy is generally not impressed with the process.  She commented that in twenty years there will be a reverse problem if the boards continue to close schools like they have.  The ARC can make recommendations – it doesn’t make decisions.  It is the trustees who will vote on the matter.
Michelle Mannering said that she really, really appreciates Nancy’s presence on the ARC.  (Michelle is on the ARC as well as the representative of the Sherwood Forest P.S. school council).  The school board staff have recommended closing Sherwood Forest P.S.  
Judith Nesbitt shared that the baseball diamond and the green space are very valuable to the neighbourhood.  

Other Matters

Stephanie Pesando shared that beavers are chewing down poplar trees in the Medway Valley.  Upper Thames River Conservation Authority has told her it’s a natural thing and nothing will be done.  She has been tripping on stumps covered in grass.  Nancy stated that it is city policy not to interfere with wildlife in Environmentally Significant Areas.  Nancy said that perhaps this will need to be revisited, if appropriate.

On a related note, the Service Review Committee has completed a tree audit.  Nancy is very happy.  She feels that this is a huge move forward and will be a change in philosophy as to how trees in London are managed.  There is some advanced planning coming.  

Municipal Campaign 2010

Nancy has filed her papers to run in Ward 6 in October 2010.  She will start campaigning in the fall.  

Sandy Levin thanked Nancy for her continued support of our neighbourhood.

6.  ARC Input for June 9, 2010 Presentation
Sandy recapped the order that the property would be offered to interested parties.


First group – City, UWO, Fanshawe or any educational purpose


Second group – Anyone


It is important to remember that the city policy is pro-infill.


Possible Alternatives:

Why keep Orchard Park open and feed our students to Orchard Park and close Sherwood Forest?  Why not make University Heights and Sherwood Forest K-8 schools?

Are there enough places for French Immersion education?  Do they just need one new French Immersion school?

Why don’t they hold on to the property?  In the future they will probably need it.

Have the boards thought of using the buildings for non-school board activities?

Sandy said that the City’s Strengthening Neighbourhoods Initiative suggests that schools be community hubs.  

Residents are asked to email or call Sandy Levin with suggestions for the Executive’s presentation to the ARC on June 9th.  Residents can sign up to speak at the ARC meeting on June 9th or the meeting in September 2010.  Write to trustees Peter Jaffe and Peggy Sattler.  It is also possible to submit a written comment to the ARC.   The contact information is on the ratepayer web site www.orchardparksherwoodforestratepayers.ca
June 2012 is the earliest closing date for Sherwood Forest School but the board could declare it surplus and put it on the market in 2011.  If the City’s Official Plan which includes design guidelines and its Near Campus Neighbourhood plan aren’t in place, a rezoning application would take place under the old rules.  This could mean a development that does not fit the fabric of the neighbourhood.
Worst possible scenario?  High rise (unlikely), but cluster townhouses, smaller cluster homes would fit into the single family designation.  Medium density housing or commercial applications are unlikely.  We would lose significant green space.  Sandy will keep us informed.

7.  Tree Planting in Medway Valley

Sandy told us that the Urban League has funds available for tree planting.  After a short discussion, the group present generally thought it was a good idea.

8.  Other Business

One resident was concerned about putting trees along the streets.  She felt there was already too much shade.
The Executive is planning an all candidates’ meeting for the fall for candidates for city council and school boards.
9.  Adjournment:  8:20 p.m.  by Sandy Levin

