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Great Near-Campus Neighbourhoods Strategy  

Brief Summary of Past Initiatives 

ÅLondon has a long history of planning measures to address the 

issue of ñStudent Housingò beginning in 1985 

 

ÅPrevious planning measures were incremental, reactive, and 

focused in specific geographical locations and only near UWO 

 

ÅThis simply caused the issues to migrate to areas where the 

planning measures were not applied 

 

ÅThe continued growth of the student population and the new 

concerns near Fanshawe College has required Staff to search 

for a more holistic approach 



Great Near-Campus Neighbourhoods Strategy ï  

10 Strategies (Summary) 

 

1. Welcome students as a vital part of the community 
 

2. Provide for safe housing 
 

3. Offer a higher level of public service to the community 
 

4. Align expectations 
 

5. Protect residential amenity 



Great Near-Campus Neighbourhoods Strategy ï  
10 Strategies (Summary) 

 

6. Provide alternatives to balance the mix 
 

7. Create great places and spaces in our neighbourhood 
 

8. Invest in infrastructure 
 

9. Level the playing field for landlords 
 

10. Provide for affordable housing 

 

 Each strategy is then further broken down into 

numerous individual initiatives 



Great Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Strategy ï Implementation Plan 

Å An Implementation Plan was developed to identify 

how the Strategy was to be applied 

 

Å Two components to the Implementation Plan: 
 

ï Identify the responsible organization (partner) 

responsible to initiate/fulfill each individual initiative to 

establish a level of expectation and accountability 
 

ï Identify the timeline in which the initiative is expected 

to be initiated 
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Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Neighbourhood Vision 

ÅA vision for Near-Campus Neighbourhoods was 

adopted by Council 

 

ÅThis vision is that Near-Campus Neighbourhoods: 

 

ïAre diverse and inclusive from many different perspectives 

ïAre occupied by a balanced mix of long-term and short-

term residents 

ïProvide for a strong sense of social connectedness 

amongst neighbours 



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

 Neighbourhood Vision 

ÅThis vision is that Near-Campus Neighbourhoods: 

 

ïExude vibrancy, culture, creativity, interest and dynamism 

ïProtect residential amenity and character 

ïOffer a strong sense of identity 

ïEngender respect for the neighbourhood and all those that 

live in it 

ïProvide for reasonable quiet enjoyment of private property 

ïProvide for reasonable entertainment, expression and 

diverse activities on private property 



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

 Neighbourhood Vision 

ÅThis vision is that Near-Campus Neighbourhoods: 

 

ïCherish, conserve and protect heritage resources 

ïProvide for safe, varied and affordable housing 

opportunities 

ïSupport the attraction of a strong student body 

ïHelp to encourage students to stay in London after their 

studies are complete ï providing the community with an 

outstanding labour force 

ïHelp to recruit the best and brightest staff and faculty 

ïAllow residents to enjoy unique culture, entertainment and 

recreation opportunities 



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Current State of Affairs 

ÅHowever, the current 

state of affairs in 

Near-Campus 

Neighbourhoods is 

not consistent with 

this vision 

 

ÅLack of a balanced 

mix of long-term and 

short-term residents 

Figure 1:  Old North 

Derived Rental Housing



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Current State of Affairs 

ÅThe ñFor Rentò signs 

are an indication of 

the constant 

ñturnoverò of residents 

in the Cityôs Near-

Campus 

Neighbourhoods 



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Current State of Affairs 

ÅIncremental 

intensification in the 

absence of a master 

plan 

2002 ï One residential lot 

2004 ï Two residential lots 



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Current State of Affairs 

ÅIntensification that 

requires multiple 

minor variances in 

order to ñshoehornò 

development where it 

otherwise would not 

be permitted by the 

Zoning By-law 

Minor Variances Required for: 

Lot Frontage 

Side Yard Variances 

Driveway Widths 

9.1 metres 

Whereas the Zoning By-law requires 12.0 metres for each dwelling Whereas 1.2 metres is required for each 

0.9 metres 0.9 metres 

1.5 metres 1.5 metres 

Whereas 2.7 metres is required for each 



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Current State of Affairs 

 

ÅThe result is two 

dwellings that are 

unable to function on 

their own and are 

interdependent on 

one another to 

function 



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Current State of Affairs 

 

ÅInadequate parking 

for the level of 

intensity that these 

dwellings are 

expected to 

accommodateé 



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Current State of Affairs 

ÅéOr too much 

parking resulting in 

the elimination of 

outdoor amenity 

areas 



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Current State of Affairs 

ÅDisproportionate 

number of bedrooms 

per dwelling unit than 

in other areas of the 

City 



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Current State of Affairs 

ÅConstruction of 

buildings that are out-

of-character with the 

surrounding 

development of the  

neighbourhood  



Near-Campus Neighbourhoods 

Current State of Affairs 

ÅOr the construction of 

building additions that 

are out-of-keeping 

with the character and 

scale of the 

surrounding 

development 

Original Buildings 

Massive Additions 


